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Editorial 


Fromieverywhere there are reports of increased issues of books from libraries. ‘The famine 
in copies no doubt accounts in part for it and, probably, there is also what is almost a resurgence 
of effort after knowledge amongst young men and women who are endeavouring in many 
fields of work to recover some of the losses of the war years. We cannot recall at any time 
when so much hard grinding study was being done as now. Pessimists about youth and 
juvenile delinquency (which however is incidental to a much younger age than that we are 
contemplating) would do well to reflect upon this fact. Whatever the cause, the immediate 
prospects for libraries in universities, works, and social institutions of every sort were never 
brighter. We know that certain types of ‘ economist” of the faded ‘* retrenchment and 
reform ” type say the situation is temporary and artificial but, even if it is, and we are by no 
means acquiescent in this opinion, much ground may be won and held from any temporary 
good period. We think librarianship, under the present leadership of the Library Association, 
may be able to consolidate the position both for public and for other kinds of libraries. The 
\ssociation was never better led than since the war; it has had remarkably statesmenlike 
presidents, an active council and an Honorary Secretary who for constructive capacity, vision, 
literary skill and fearlessness, combined with an energy and industry that leaves most of his 
contemporaries breathless, has not been surpassed ; and he is backed by a Staff that rises to the 
ever-increasing demands of the service. We are glad to write this last sentence, for Secretary 
Welsford has to cover many duties and serve many causes: receive and entertain the Associa- 
tion’s guests from overseas ; look after meetings ; the educational services which now are very 
great; attend to the troubles of librarians everywhere and advise in them about matters 
ranging from salaries to ethics ; our publications, accounts, catering, interviewing, negotiating 
with public departments and other bodies. As for the meetings of the Council and its com- 
mittees, we are told, not by Mr. Welsford who knows nothing of this note, that its reports and 
papers ran in March alone to 200 foolscap typed pages ! Of course Mr. Welsford has an ex- 
cellent staff which assists him with real live interest. The time has come, however, as our 
readers now know, when special senior officers to deal with Membership and Education 
respectively are to be appointed to work side by side with the Librarian, the excellent Mr. 
Henrik Jones (who never fails the searcher, even the youngest, and seems to know what we are 
all doing) to carry ‘ at a high level ” some of the burdens. Annual Reports are not always 
read but we were drawn to these reflections by the recently issued Report of the Library 
\ssociation for the year. We commend it to those who are inclined to leave it unread. 


For many libraries the main problem is still that of staff. In some the members of it alter 
almost every week, even in the most junior positions, indeed, perhaps most in them. It must 
be the same in all libraries but in public libraries it is more acute than in others. There is 
still the leeway to be made up that remains from the war as a result of absences, retirements, 
postponed work now being undertaken, and the general delay and need for revision of stock 
and methods which every librarian, especially of large libraries, admits to be necessary. This 
is quite apart for the need in many towns for services to meet new housing areas, pre- 
fabricated colonies and other growths of population, rapidly increasing in number. Towns 
differ in their need, of course, and in their attraétions for workers. This has been shown in 
teaching where, owing to the difficulties of persuading teachers to serve in ugly industrial 
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towns, the Ministry of Education is rationing the numbers of teachers any Local Authority 
may engage, so that they may not all go to pleasant towns or country places as they are 
naturally inclined to do seeing the pay is the same everywhere. The other problem is “a 
house ”’; the older librarian may want to move but is physically unable to do so because he has 
nowhere in a new place to shelter himself and his family. ‘This limits appointments to 
candidates who can reach the new place from their present homes and that, except in some 
parts of London, and a few great cities with first-rate travelling facilities, is to few. It is not 
good for librarianship. Again, so far as juniors are concerned, the rates of the National Scale, 
great as have been recent improvements, do not compare well with those paid in commerce. 
Some authorities have been compelled to. pay the A.P.T. scale for assistants who have only 
the Entrance Examination to their credit; no A.L.A.’s would look now at the A.P.T.I. 
figures. This, of course, may not be a general position. 
* * * * * * 


There are apparently, at the same time, no lack of entrants. We hear that the numbers 
taking the Entrance Examination which, it may be remembered, ran to 469 in January, are 
likely to exceed 7oo in the June examination. We speak from hearsay but clearly the June 
examination, which tests the result of winter study, must draw more than the December. 
If this is so, it would seem to be about as many as the profession will be able to absorb when 
they become chartered librarians. Even that, however, is speculation. Incidentally, the 
examining work of the Association, the whole of which is done by busy librarians, can be 
eStimated from the fact that 1,574 candidates took the December examination in one part or 
another. This meant at least 4,000 papers, the shortest of which would occupy an examiner 
for half an hour. 

Some very interesting publications of libraries reach us which are evidence of a some- 
what late return to normal ways. We have at times commented on the new higher average 
of library reports. Other publications which have come to hand in the past month include 
two specially creditable ones. The first is one of those histories of individual libraries which 
have been fairly frequent of late in the shape of an omnibus report of the war years, the jolliest 
of which was that issued by Bermondsey recently. This is in a wider field and is Middlesex 
County Libraries’ Si/ver Jubilee, 1922-47, a review with a recent survey of reading. It is a 
revelation of the enormous gulf that lies between the days of a county headquarters in a 
stable or basement or army hut and the box of books travelling by train or carrier which was 
the origin of ‘‘ county ” libraries, to the real system of today. Probably Middlesex, as well as 
any, represents the highly-developed system. It began with {600-a-year-income ; it is indeed 
now a fairly complete organism as a county service. In a score of excellent photographs 
there are views of first and of present efforts, the latter resulting in beautiful ‘* adapted ” 
libraries, like that in the old barn at Ruislip, the fine modern‘ town” types at Uxbridge, 
Kenton, Hayes, and Southgate ; some in one very large room, some with several depart 
ments. The main ambition of the system, the library for Harrow, which if it eventuates is to 
accommodate a medium town library with a Headquarters for the county, which from the 
plan promises to be model, has been held up by modern conditions. The survey of reading 
seems to be thorough and has some “ conclusions ** which we may be able to examine later. 
The other publication is Mr. Duncan Gray’s Historical Records of Nottingham Corporation, 
a pamphlet with which any public librarian may feel pride in being associated. It consists of 
an attractive emblematic wrapper, some sixteen pages of interesting text and twenty half-tone 
reproductions—quite admirable in their way—of the various charters, letters patent and 
rentals of an interesting city. 

* % %* 


Writing in “ the jolly hours that lead on propitious May,” and they are jolly, for 1948 
has had the most healthy and beautiful spring for centuries, we greet our readers on their 
return from Scarborough as well as those who have been unable to go. _ It seems that this 
year we may be able to encourage the open-air services of libraries. One cannot prophesy, 
however; our country is as enigmatical in its weather as its spirit and determination are 
to our foreign friends—and the others. 
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Rivertown Falls In 


By W. A. Munxrorp 


Somer months ago, and for reasons which I need not detail, a file relating to the Public Library 
service in Rivertown came into my possession. The file consists of correspondence, press 
cuttings, an occasional photograph, and pencilled notes of meetings of committees and sub- 
committees. Some of the file is, in my opinion, of general appeal : much more of it is possibly 
of local and personal interest only. [ have ventured to print some of the introductory items 
below. 

The file is a large one and successive papers serve to build up a picture, although 
admittedly an incomplete one, of the first five years in the history of a new Public Library 
service in the Thirties. Subjeét to editorial and reader approval, | may be able to select and 
print more items at a later date. 

The first item is a cutting from the correspondence columns of the Révertonn Argus : 


To the Editor. ist January, 193- 
Sir, 

This is the time of year when we all make good resolutions. You have been good 
enough to print, on numerous occasions during the past twenty years, letters from the 
late Mr. Willing, the late Miss Veal, Sir Robert Goneby and myself, all making clear 
the crying need for a good Public Library in the old town that we all love so much. 
May we not make this our good resolution for 193—. Books and happiness go together. 
The Hermitage, Yours sincerely, 

Rivertown. Dents RACKSTRAW. 
This is followed by another cutting, from the same amiable journal, of a Rivertown 
Council debate in March of the same year : 

Alderman Dunn said that the increase in the County Precept was monstrous and 
would ruin the town. The small shopkeepers who formed the backbone of the rate- 
payers could not stand such a body blow. He had been through the County figures and 
he noticed that the County Library rate had risen by 14d. and now stood at the very high 
figure of 34d. Surely they could run a Public Library service themselves more cheaply 
than that ? He was struck too by the faét that the County had only a very small library 
in the town. 

Councillor Cribbage said that he agreed with Alderman Dunn. They all knew 
that for many years there had been people in the town who had been agitating for a 
Public Library. Was it not time that something was done? He wasn’t a reading man 
himself, he had never had any spare time, and, although his wife read a lot she wasn’t 
sure that he believed in Public Libraries. Could the Town Clerk advise them as to the 
legal position ? 

The Town Clerk was understood to say that he would require notice of that question. 

The Mayor said that the matter could be put on the agenda for the next meeting of 
the General Purposes Committee. 

Councillor Jollop said that they didn’t want to do anything without giving it a lot 
of thought. 

Alderman Hebblethwaite said that he was impressed by the steady increase in all 
County expenditure on education. When he was a boy 

And there, I fear, we must leave him enlightening the ¢ ‘ouncil. 


Extract from the ‘* News from all Quarters 
193-: 


column of the Library Gaze/te, October, 


We understand that a Public Library for Rivertown is possible at last, the County 
Council having agreed to hand over their library powers to the Borough. It will be 
recollected that Rivertown refused a Carnegie grant of {5,000 in 191— on the grounds 
that the ratepayers would not be able to maintain a Public Library. We hope that River- 
town, having at last seen the light, will appoint a librarian in good time. 


‘ 
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Rivertown had apparently seen the light because the next item is an advertisement 
culled from The Local Government News of the following February : 
BorouGH OF RIVERTOWN 
Appointment of Librarian 

\pplications are invited for the post of Librarian of the Public Library which is 
now being ere¢ted. Applicants should have had wide experience in librarianship and 
should possess the certificate of the Librarians Association. Other things being equal, 
a graduate will be preferred. 

Salary, {250—{ 280 per annum, according to experiences and qualifications. There 
is no superannuation scheme in Rivertown. 

Applications should be made on a special form, a copy of which will be sent on 
receipt of a Stamped addressed envelope. Applications should be received here not 
later than March 
Town Hall, Henry Nose, 
Rivertown. Town Clerk. 
‘* Experiences ”’ must be a misprint ! 


\ certain very long typed application on the form and on supplementary sheets was 
sent by a Mr. Christopher Middlemiss. A copy of this is in the file, but [ print only the copy 
of the introductory letter, in the applicant’s own handwriting, which accompanied it : 

Central Library, 

H. Noble, Esq. Claypitts-on-Sea, 

Town Clerk, Town Hall, Rivertown. March —, 193-. 

Dear Sir, 

Appointment of Librarian 

In response to your advertisement in 1 e Local Government News, \ enclose herewith 
my application for the post of Librarian. [ am 26 years of age, unmarried at present, 
and was educated at the County School for Boys, Claypitts-on-Sea, where [ obtained the 
General School Certificate in 192—. I am an a¢tive member of the Library Association, 
and hold the qualification of A.L.A. I may add that | have contributed two articles to 
the columns of the professional press. The first was entitled ““A New Way with Lending 
Library Counters” and the second ‘‘ Some Detached Thoughts on Censorship.” 

Trusting to be favoured with an interview, 

am, Sir, 
Yours to command, 
CurisrorHER 

In view of its informative nature | deem it best to print also the first of the three testi- 
monials sent by Mr. Middlemiss to support his application. This reads as follows : 

Central Library, Museum and Art Gallery, 

Il. Noble, Esq., Claypitts-on-Sea. 

Town Clerk, Town Hall, Rivertown. March —, 193- 

Dear Sir, 

Appointment of Librarian 

| understand from my Deputy, Mr. C. Middlemiss, that he is an applicant tor the 
vacant post of Librarian to your Authority, and I have much pleasure in supporting his 
application. 

Mr. Middlemiss came to us direct from school at the age of 17 and has received a 
thorough training in all departments of this large and busy library service, under my 
direction. He has been trained in routine methods pertaining to the Lending Library, 
Reference Library, Reading Room and Branch Library and has had wide experience of 
accessioning, classifying and cataloguing. He has also given me much help with my 


voluminous correspondence and with the selection of new books. My Deputy, Mr. 
Beardfull, retired last year after forty years of faithful service to the Corporation, and 
| was very glad to be able to recommend to my Committee that Mr. Middlemiss should 
take his place. 

\lthough I believe that there is no Art Gallery or Museum at Rivertown, I should 
perhaps add that Mr. Middlemiss has had useful experience, under my direction, of both 


THE LIBRARY WORLD 153 


these departments here. He gave me particularly useful assistance last year when we 
were rearranging the very large Gormless Colleétion of Birds of Central Asia. 
My Committee and I would be very sorry to lose Mr. Middlemiss’s services but we 
wish him well. 
Yours faithfully, 
Rospert BULLFINCH, 
Librarian, Curator, Director and Clerk. 


Rivertown must have been impressed because the file includes two further letters relating 


to the appointment, the first being : 
Town Hall, 


C. Middlemiss, Esq., Rivertown, 
Central Library, Claypitts-on-Sea. March — 193-. 
Dear Sir, 


Appointment of Librarian 
On the instructions of the Library Committee I have to ask you to attend for inter- 
view here on Wednesday, April —, at 2.30 p.m. Your third class rail fare and reasonable 
expenses will be paid. 
Yours faithfully, 
Nose, 


and the second : Town Clerk. 


Town Hall, 
C. Middlemiss, Esq., Rivertown, 
Public Library, Claypitts-on-Sea. April —, 193-. 


Dear Sir, 
Appointment of Librarian 

I write to inform you that my Council has decided to confirm your appointment as 
Librarian of the Rivertown Public Library at an annual salary of {280 per annum. 
Please commence your duties here on 1st June. 

Yours faithfully, 
No unbending yet, of course ! Henry Nose, 
Town Clerk. 
This extract from the River/own Argus follows : 

The Council next considered a report from the new Library Committee. 

The Chairman, Councillor Shebble, said that he hoped the Council would approve 
the Library Committee’s seleétion of a Librarian. They had spent a long time going 
through the applications and the interviews took nearly four hours. He thought they 
had chosen a good man. 

Councillor Jollop wondered if it was necessary to be in such a hurry. After all the 
Library was only half built. 

Councillor Cribbage asked if it was true that it had been necessary to pay the 
maximum of {280 for salary. 

Councillor Shebble said that it was. Mr. Middlemiss would not come for less. 

Alderman Dunn thought that perhaps one of the other applicants might have come 
for less. It seemed a very high salary to be paying when they hadn’t even got any books 
to watch. 

Alderman Hebblethwaite said he hoped that the new Librarian was a married man 
and that he would see that no lewd books found their way into the Library. Speaking 
as the father of two daughters he could assure the Council . . . 

The Mayor, Alderman Donkin, said that the Library Committee’s resolution was 
carried. 

(We shall have to watch this Mayor !) 
The following press cutting from the Claypitts Recorder has also slipped into this file 
and so I print it here : 


Local Librarian Weds 
A pretty wedding took place at St. Mary’s Church on Saturday. The bride was 


‘ 
| 
‘ 
< 
4 


4 THE LIBRARY WORLD 


Imogen, eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Walker of 24 Crosskeys Road, and the bride- 
groom Christopher, only son of Mr, and Mrs. Middlemiss, of Downside, Wendon Way. 
The bride, who wore . . . (it doesn’t matter now, anyway). . . was given away by her 
father. The bridegroom, who is well known in the town, has been Deputy Librarian 
at the Public Library and was recently appointed as the first Librarian of Rivertown . . . 


That sets the stage, and Alderman Hebblethwaite should be pleased. 


Reading in Youth and Age 
Entp Rospornam, B.A., F.LLA 


How do we form our reading habits and why do we read what ? The sight of a doddering old 
lady of eighty-five or thereabouts sitting opposite me in a railway carriage immersed in Dream 
of Love, Started me on this track. Her companion pointed out Durham Cathedral and Castle 
but so absorbed was the old lady by her paper novelette that she did not deem those historic 
landmarks worth a glance even though she might never pass that way again. She and her 
Dream of Love Stirred wp memories of an old aunt, deaf to the world, as she pored over Ethel M. 
Dell’s delightful romance Charles Rex—a book which I, too, read with the same absorption 
in my early youth. Why do the very old delight in love stories when they, if anybody, should 
have some knowledge of the world as it really is ? 

\ friend of mine expressed the opinion that it mattered little wha/ you read, so long as you 
read something, and she always encouraged the young people with whom she worked, along 
those lines. Certainly I think readers gain something from reading even light romances, Wild 
Westerns, thrillers, even if it is only an enlargement of vocabulary or a knowledge of the ways 
of life of other classes of society. And if the reading habit is once formed, there is some hope 
of progressing from the comparatively worthless to the comparatively worth-while. Whether 
my friend’s dictum applies to adults or not, I feel sure that children can read anything with 
advantage. ‘They should read what their fancy prompts them—not what adults think good 
for them. Asa child | would have strongly resented a librarian taking from me a book | had 
chosen on the grounds that it was unsuitable for my years, even if she gave me a substitute. 
\fter all, mental ages do vary, and one child of nine might profitably read something which 
another child of eleven might find too difficult. 

The Borough L ibrarian of W arrington, Mr. G. A. Carter, as reported in The Library 

lssociation Record*®, has recently conduéted a surv ey of the reading habits of 109 Warrington 
schoolchildren, ayed 12—14, in co operation with local schools. It was interesting to see that 
these children 4" «duced as many as 79 favourite authors, the five with the greatest number of 
votes being W. E. Johns (34), Angela Brazil (29), P. F. Westerman (28), Enid Blyton (25), and 
\rthur ot (i2) . Mr. Carter pointed out that there was not “ one single preference for 
the favourite of thirty years ago, G. A. Henty,” and only one for Lewis Carroll. 

I was particularly interested in this statement about Henty as | had recently unearthed a 
booklist of my own reading for 1928-9 when | was 13-14 years old. Of 175 books read during 
that period, no less than 17 were by Henty, who topped the list of titles by a single author. | 
had an idea that children’s reading changed little from one generation to the next except in so 
far as a few new children’s authors came to the fore and new topics arose with the progress of 
applied science. But [ must confess to a feeling of surprise when a child once asked me for 

1 Peep Behind the Scenes, and \ discovered that that Viétorian horror over which | wept so much 
in my youth was in fact still in circulation. 

Perhaps this analysis of my own reading well nigh twenty years ago might have some 
interest when compared with the Warrington analysis of to-day. On my list, after Henty came 
R. M. Ballantyne with 12 books, Capt. FP. Marryat with 7, Emily S. Holt (7), Angela Brazil (6), 
Mrs. George de Horne Vaizey (6), Sir Walter Scott (4), Dickens (4), Gene Stratton-Porter (4), 
lan Hay (4), Jean Webster (4), Thackeray (3), Susan Coolidge (3), Capt. Mayne Reid (3), 
Gertrude Page (3), Jeflery Farnol (3), L. M. Alcott (2), Thomas Hughes (2), F. S. Brereton (2), 
Herbert Strang (2), Baroness Orezy (2), Sir A. Conan Doyle (2), May Baldwin (2), Baroness 


* LA.R., Sept., 1947, p. 217. Some childish likes and dislikes ; an analysis of a questionnaire circulated in 
two Warrington schools ; by G. A, Carter, P.L.A., Borough Librarian of Warrington. 
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Von Hutton (2) and E. F. Benson (2). Nine of the thirty-one authors (Angela Brazil, Wester- 
man, R. L. Stevenson, Dickens, Dorita F. Bruce, L. M. Alcott, Brereton, Hadath and 
Ballantyne) who were first favourites with more than one of the Warrington children of 1947, 
were represented on my 1928 list. 

I certainly did enjoy reading those books by Henty—IVith Moore at Corunna, With Clive 
in India, With the Allies to Pekin, With Wolfe in Canada, With Roberts to Pretoria, and the rest 
of them—-perhaps because | liked history—and perhaps Henty has fallen from grace because 
the old way of teaching history is out of favour as well as because the more sophisticated child 
of to-day prefers to read about the aeroplane and other modern forms of mechanised warfare. 
My love of history would account, too, for the Emily S. Holt books—dealing, as far as I 
remember, with the Marian persecutions and the reign of Queen Elizabeth—though | do not 
suppose T would have come across them if they had not been in my own home, for I cannot 
think that they were much read even in 1928. | wonder, too, whether Mrs. Vaizey’s Pixie 
books were generally popular at that date. 

The first title on my list, Paddy-the- Next-best-thing (Gertrude Page), was a book I enjoyed 
as much as any. And my first attempt at writing a novel was a re-hash of Talbot Baines Reed’s 
Tom, Dick and Harry, read at this time. Some classics or near-classics do appear on the list—in 
addition to books by “ classical” authors represented by more than one title—so my taste 
must have been pretty catholic at that time. 

Stalky and Co., The Black Arrow (R. L. Stevenson), Don Quixote, The Vicar of Wakefield, 
Swiss Family Robinson, Westward Ho !, Three Men on the Bummel (Jerome K. Jerome), The Last 
of the Mohicans (J. Fenimore Cooper), Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea (Jules Verne), 
The Journal of the Plague (Defoe), Pride and Prejudice and Old St. Paul’s (Harrison Ainsworth) 
were included. But some that were not classics—The Strayings of Sandy (Dorothea Conyers), 
The Rosary (Florence L. Barclay), Laddie (Gene Stratton-Porter), Dear Enemy (Jean Webster), 
Al Damaged Reputation (Harold Bindloss) and Patricia Brent, Spinster (Herbert Jenkins)—I 
enjoyed as much as those that were. The title Amarylly of clothes-line alley (Belle K. Maniates) 
attracts me Still, though | cannot remember what the book was like, unless it was after the 
Style of Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch. 

Some children’s classics are absent from my list. I don’t think 1 ever managed as a child 
to get through /ice in Wonderland, and even when I read it as an adult, I did not care for it. 
But Kenneth Grahame (a favourite with only two of the Warrington children), whose books 
| read with intense delight when | was grown-up, would, I think, have appealed to me as a 
child if he had ever come my way. (My source of supply was limited to a box of County 
Library books in the village school, the cupboard-ful of books which then constituted the 
school library and the books in my own home—which last supply I entirely exhausted.) 

Kipling is represented on my list only by Sta/ky and Co., and is not a favourite to-day if the 
Warrington list is at all representative of children elsewhere. A. A. Milne is not a favourite 
either, but perhaps both Milne and Kipling appeal more to younger children. Certainly if I 
had to choose the three children’s authors that give me most pleasure now, they would be 
Kenneth Grahame, A. A. Milne and Kipling (of the short stories). 

The three books for the “ elevens ” to ‘* fourteens ” given pride of place in a literary 
competition in John o’ London's Weekly some time ago—Bevis by Richard Jefferies, A Tale of Two 
I lorses by A. F. Tschiffely, and Poison Is/and by Sir Arthur Quiller-Couch, do not figure either 
in the Warrington list (unless cited by one child only) or in my own list. 

It is fairly common for girls to read boys’ books, and my practice was no exception. 
Boys’ adventure stories and even school stories appealed to me more than girls’ stories, 
perhaps because | could never identify myself with the bright, vivacious, adventurous, daring 
madcaps of the school whereas, not being a boy, I could the more easily identify myself with 
one. But I did not imagine that boys would read girls’ books. It was therefore with a certain 
amount of surprise that | discovered from George Orwell’s article on Helen’s Babies that as a 
child he loved both Little Women and Good Wives, and had also read Susan Coolidge’s Katy 
books. Perhaps boys do surreptitiously read their sisters’ books, though I still find it difficult 
to believe that it happens to any great extent. 

This seems afar cry from the old lady with her Dream of Love, but perhaps it is rightly the 
privilege of the very old as of the very young to read whatsoever comes to their hand. 
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Letters on Our Affairs 


Drar ERATOSTHENES, 

When you receive this the Scarborough Conference will be over and, as you suggest in 
your last, another volume of discussion and repetition added to the avalanche of library 
literature that it is our bounden duty to read. T[, too, have been scanning the programme for 
the original paper but the conference has been thematic: it was fashioned I should imagine 
with a general principle governing the majority of the papers and that almost entirely excludes 
originality, for, if you are given a subject, you are confined somehow by conventional past 
thought upon it, so, unless you are a Chesterton or Bernard Shaw, the conventional comes 
most fluently. You and | know as well as any that original ideas or subjects do not exist 
in librarianship and that new treatments of old ones can and may. I look in the synopses for 
suggestions of these. Parenthetically, the revival of the “ synoptical programme ” is most 
welcome ; it is much to be preferred to a pre-printing of the papers. I confess I have never 
been able to read as a whole the pre-printed writings of any conference. [ want to hear the 
voice of, and feel the accenting of his subject by, its introducer. Even when he speaks to a 
pre-printed paper, its author is apt either to repeat it or to maltreat it; he does not give us 
what he has written. This private pre-reading of papers has always raised doubts in my mind. 
\ few may do it in the train on the way to the meeting but only, I suggest, if there is no 
fellow-librarian who would be much more interesting travelling with him; and at the con- 
ference itself there is certainly no time ; nor is that the suitable place, since our purpose is to 
confer and not to read. Finally, how many librarians can put their hands on their hearts and 
say they read any library journal sedulously, even the indispensable Record 7 

Co-OPERATION 

That being the situation as [ see it, | go through the programme. There is no synopsis 
or agenda for the National Committee on Regional Library Co-operation but, from what | 
hear, the whole interchange system of the country is approaching a crisis. Such a system 
depends, except in the largest cities, upon a union catalogue of all the libraries who lend books 
to one another. With aid from the C.U.K. Trust, such catalogues were Started and have made 
progress in several systems to a gratifying extent, but none is even approximately complete : 
they have insufficient staffs and money. The cost of these syStems is not great; in terms of 
national library expenditure almost negligible, but somehow there is the feeling, which is 
baseless, that these interchange services should be as inexpensive as ordinary local loans of 
books. This is an absurd feeling. It costs about fourpence to lend a book in my own town ; 
it can cost five shillings to lend, or borrow, the same book through the regional system. 
1 am of opinion that the whole set-up of these systems wants a good deal of co-ordination, a 
careful costing, and an agreed contribution method so that no library can base its practice 
upon the belief that it can get other libraries to supply its expensive books. Indeed, | feel 
almost sure that the work of interchange, except for proven isolated readers, should be 
restricted to out-of-print books. These, in all conscience, form a wide enough field. More- 
over, the average community today can afford to buy almost anything it needs and, except 
in very special subjects, should do so. There are readers almost everywhere for every kind of 
book. Some of my colleagues are not convinced of this but, then, they have not always 
taken practical Steps to find out. Lest you should think I am in any way prejudiced against 
regional systems, | assure you that they have more than justified the modest expense involved. 
It is that ‘* more” that must be met by more money. The catalogues must be completed and 
the equipment and Staffs strengthened, and that, Eratosthenes, means we have got to pay more. 
The days when in our poverty we turned to Fairy Godmother C.U.K.T. to save us from the 
abyss are, or must soon be, over ; our benefactress—is a Trust feminine ?—has fewer pounds 
and they of less value than in earlier days ; and there is no law now which can excuse us from 


paying for what we need. SYNOPSES. 

That somewhat deflected me from the Programme. Miss F. E. Cook suggests that 
‘ reference work in county libraries means the provision of non-fiction for students. What 
she wants is admirable but the word “ reference ” is used wrongly in this way. Mr. F. M. 
Gardner produces a good synopsis: of defects of standardization, the loss of contact with 
readers, fallacies of library thought (these intrigue me but they are not stated) and possible 
remedies, ‘ The need for a new technique and closer collaboration with education.” He is 
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right; there always was need for a new technique, although some of our younger friends 
dislike the word, and the search for it is the most fascinating part of our job. Collaboration 
with education is excellent but we shall, as usual, do most of the collaborating and be at 
considerable pains to evade absorption into Education, with a capital E, in the process. 
Mr. A. Shaw Wright is telling us of some of the ways in which he thinks a service comparable 
with that of urban areas can be given in remote country areas. It is the problem here and in 
\merica that is worth the most studious attention. Microfilms have come to stay ; they are 
rightly in the programme ; school libraries ; University Extra-Mural Work—a subject in 
the last Registration examination that some candidates found mysterious—; Libraries in 
social life—community centres, work with youth ; relations of the library and the Arts; the 
inevitable Junior library, of which the synopses again are excellent, both as this work affects 
town and country ; technical and industrial libraries, including the specialization found in 
London libraries ; information work in university and in a great city library. Then the 
authorities have been persuaded to discuss the Library staff question from the points of view 
of the Chairman of Committee, the Director of the Library School, and the Student at 
such a school. 
REACTION ? 

That is how I have read the Programme, perhaps more ponderously than your last 
month’s indications would have suggested to me. I was attracted by an editorial comment in 
last month’s Linrary Worxb on the contribution made by Mr. C. S. Holliday, ‘* The Pleasures 
of Reattion.” | have studied his synopsis with special care. I assume, on experience not on 
evidence, that he has written it himself and, as he now holds a senior position in an important 
system, he writes with full sense of responsibility. I will not copy it because it carries much 
with which | am in full agreement. We are wandering into by-paths of many kinds, one of 
which I will deal with a little later; but the time has come when everything we do should 
be subjected to the most severe scrutiny. The present can never resemble the past, any more 
than a man of twenty can understand the notions of a boy of fifteen; they live on quite different 
life-Strata and never meet in ideas and rarely physically. Much more the man of thirty cannot 
appreciate, on his own shelf, the man on the forty shelf. But there are artifacts from all strata 
that the discerning finds and these are the enduring products of otherwise obsolete practices 
and modes of living. I would assert that much in libraries has outlived its day but, also, that 
there is a body of practice which is sometimes overlaid by the newest fad or fancy, and to these 
‘* service remains Mr. Holliday draws our attention. His paper is addressed to the A.A.L. ; 
if it lives up to its promise it deserves a hearing by the senior audience. 

NOVELISTS AND LIBRARIES 

Why, Eratosthenes, do novelists drivel, almost invariably, when they deal with, or even 
mention, public libraries ¢ | am grateful to the Editor of the L.A. Record for publishing now 
and then their ineffable imaginings : it was a game in which in former years | much indulged, 
this collecting of descriptions of libraries and librarians from such writers as Chesterton, 
Clemence Dane, A. E. W’. Mason and so on, but the smaller fry who have written lately have 
been too puerile ; for example, the novelist who set a murder in a public library where the 
librarian enlarged his wage by selling meals to his staff and depended entirely upon gifts of 
books for additions to his stock. It may be that these descriptions are evidences of imaginative 
skill. On the other hand, the lack of veracity in almost all writers on libraries gives us a fair 
notion of the value of their ‘* fa¢ts ” on anything else about which they write. 

GRAMOPHONE LIBRARIES 
have apparently become so important that when I demur at the current passion for diverging 
into fields that have no immediate affinity with books, I am gently taken to task. I can put 
aside my Critic’s assertion that Lam ‘* out of touch” ; except to say, it isa gag, Mr. Anderson ; 
we always are when we disagree. For my sins—or can it be because of my detachment ?— 
I am honorary member of one gramophone society and vice-president of another: I have 
even taken a public evening with my own records—there are hundreds in my lounge. These 
evidences of my aloofness from knowledge do not constrain me to ask my Committee to 
commit itself to an expenditure which, if I am to do the work properly, involves thousands 
of pounds in the provision of sound-proof room, storage space, the purchase of one of the 
most expensive and transient forms of stock-—for no record survives a dozen issues to unknown 
users—I have seen some of them come back unwrapped and tied round with string, obviously 
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having been carried through the rain. Fines ? Payment for damage ? Of course, but that 
does not replace records. Walford Davies, a quarter-century ago, suggested that every library 
should have a sound-proof room, piano and gramophone so that players could hear great 
performers play pieces they were to study themselves. That is a very different thing and has 
an utterly different value from the present attempt to cultivate a valueless popularity by 
providing canned music for people who won’t make the effort to study music in the only 
effective manner, which is by playing themselves. But my objections are to the nature of the 
gramophone library ; it is no more a literary activity than is the cinema, gardening or washing- 
up, about all of which the library contains books but does not, | suggest, provide free films, 
experimental gardens, and model kitchens. Or do modern librarians also propose these ? 
But | grow cantankerous and Mr. Anderson is a sound, earnest and enterprising librarian 
who, no doubt, has a good rejoinder in his repertory. 
Vale! CaLuimMacnus. 


We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of Levrers ON OuR AFFAIRS.’ 
Editor, Tue Lisrary Worwp. 


With the general title, “‘ New Ideas for Old,” the Scottish Library Association announced a 
summer school of library practice of St. Andrews in the first ten days of July this year. Most of our 
readers will have received this, together with the programme of the now well-known annual 
(with war interregnum) summer school of librarianship in which the L.A., Birmingham 
University and the Public Library co-operate at the quite delectable Chancellor’s Hall. The 
Scottish School is a refresher course covering almost every phase of our work and, if the 
programme is carried out in its strenuous completeness, will provide librarians of all ages 
with that review of current methods which it is to the benefit of every librarian to repeat at 
intervals. At St. Andrews the students reside together—as do the Birmingham Students 
at McIntosh Hall, the very name of which is a delight to non-Scots. The lectures 
will be held in the United College of St. Salvador and St. Leonard, the picture of which in its 
severe northern Gothic granite with the vast court or quadrangle before it, which forms the 
frontispiece of the syllabus, should itself attraé a visit. The Birmingham School follows the 
approved successful pattern, and lasts from August 15 to 28, with residence, except for local 
Students who go home at night if they want to, at Chancellors Hall. It is mainly for students 
for the Registration examination. Both schools show fine panels of teachers and include 
addresses from distinguished librarians, and there is in both a judicious mixture of attractive 
social events. The young librarian should know that the brief community life of such a 
school may well be a landmark for him, and may share the gratitude we feel to those who go 
to the really arduous physical and imaginative labour of organizing them. 

The J. M. Mitchell Memorial Fund was probably launched in a bad time. One may 
presume that the first flush of the response which ought to have brought in about Two Thousand 
Pounds, which would be barely five shillings per head of the L.A., is over. The actual figure is 
nearer Two Hundred. There may be reasons for this, apart from the fact that librarians by 
tradition have been too poor for public subscriptions and, now they have better salaries, are 
still haunted and restrained by that tradition. There are some, of course, who think other 
creators of our profession have a prior and an equal claim to commemoration, or that, after 
all, the bounty that Mitchell dispensed was the funds of the Carnegie Trust. Yet others 
that the meagre lines on which he initiated county libraries are responsible for their present 
limited financial resources. And there is the fact that every year removes him a little further 
from the memory of contemporary librarians. These things ought to be said, if only in 
order that the positive reasons for support of the fund may be given. It was Mitchell who, 
by his persuasive management, got nearly all counties to“ begin” ; it was he who, aided by 
Dr. Savage, brought about the co-operation of library societies ; who gave immense help to 
the N.C.L.; he initiated the Regional System and invented the Outlier Library ; and found 
and persuaded his Trustees to offer us the buildings which house the N.C.L. and Chaucer 
House. He quickened the pace in everything and even the most junior today benefits from 
his life and effort. Is it too much to urge that the fund, which is to be devoted—if the money 
permits—to the beneficial training of young librarians, should be supported by every individual 
and by all organized bodies ? If a guinea cannot be given, a half-crown can, and there is no 
library assistant in the British Isles who cannot afford, that. 
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Libraries in Budapest 


ACCORDING to the latest Statistical data pub- 
lished by the Municipal Statistical Bureau, 
under the direétion of Dr. Louis Bene, 
Recorder-in-Chief, and issued by the Institute 
of Letters and Arts of the City of Budapest, 
under the title of Budapest on the Road to Revival, 
there are 146 important libraries in Budapest, 
with a total of nearly 6,000,000 volumes. Of 
these libraries : 

11 are public libraries 

24 are official libraries 

so are libraries of scientific institutions 

6 are libraries of monastic orders 

28 are school libraries 

27 are libraries of various societies. 

The public libraries contain: 61.4 per cent. 
of the whole stock ; official libraries, 9.5 per 
cent.; libraries of scientific institutions, 13.2 
per cent.; libraries of monastic orders, 2.4 
per cent.; school libraries, 8.9 per cent. ; 
various societies, 4.6 per cent. 

The University Library (800,000 volumes) 
was founded in 1635 and escaped serious 
damage or losses during the siege. The largest 
library of Budapest and of Hungary as well is 
the Stephen Széchenyi Library of the National 
Museum (1,000,000 volumes). The building 
suffered severely and a heavy loss was sustained 
in the music department. 

The Municipal Library (850,000 volumes) 
is the most frequented library of the capital. 
The main library was seriously damaged during 
the siege and one of its branches was com- 
pletely destroyed. It is Struggling against 
difficulties and one of its branches is housed in 
a municipal tram. 

The British Political Mission put an exhibit 
in the University Library of some 20,000 
volumes in May, 1946, which was a great help 
to the cause of the libraries as the exhibits were 
made available to them at half the published 
price. This help was further facilitated by the 
British and American Reference Libraries in 
Budapest. 

Most of the other libraries were founded in 
the second half of the 19th century. Roughly 
two thirds of all the books are shelved in the 
public libraries and all these suffered losses 
during the siege and the issues dropped sharply. 
The normal attendance averages 15,000 readers 
monthly. The number of requested volumes 
reaches a monthly average of 30,000, while 
35,000 borrowers a month borrow an average 
of well over 100,000 volumes. 


ST. PANCRAS BOROUGH COUNCIL 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES DEPARTMENT 


APPOINTMENT OF SENIOR ASSISTANT 
LIBRARIANS AND ASSISTANT CHILDREN'S 
LIBRARIANS 


Applications are invited from Chartered Librarians 
for the above appointments, which are included in Grade I 
of the Administrative, etc., Division of the National Joint 
Council's Scheme. Salary scale—£€440-£15-£485. Details 
of the experience necessary for such appointments is set 
out hereunder 

SENIOR ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS 

Candidates must have a thorough knowledge of 
all roucine duties and experience of homereading de- 
partments, reference library work and all other 
departmental and extension activities of a modern 
public library service. 

ASSISTANT CHILDREN’S LIBRARIANS 

Candidates must have had wide experience of 
work with young people and of modern children's 
library methods and activities, including story hours, 
lectures, discussion groups, play-reading circles and 
other extension work. 

The appointments will be subject to the provisions of 
the Nationa! Joint Council's Scheme, as adopted by the 
Borough Council, and the Local Government Super- 
annuation Act, 1937. The successful applicants will be re- 
quired to pass a medical examination by the Council's 
Medical Officer of Health. 

The Council will be unable to assist successful appli- 
cants in the provision of housing accommodation. 

Canvassing of members of the Council, directly or 
indirectly, is strictly prohibited and will be deemed to 
disqualify a candidate. 

Applications, by letter, must reach the undersigned 
not later than the 22nd May, 1948. Applicants must state 
their age, qualifications and experience, together with 
particulars of past and present employment, and should 
submit copies of three recent testimonials. 

R. C. E. AUSTIN, 


St. Pancras Town Hall, 
Town Clerk. 


Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 
April, 1948. 


The War caused a serious setback in the 
development of the libraries—Budapest being 
practically cut off from the rest of the civilized 
world and for many years to come great losses 
have to be made good. Much hope is placed 
on help from UNESCO and ASLIB. W.M. 


Personal News 


Mr. G. W. Davies, A.L.A., former Chief 
Assistant, Swansea Public Library, to be 
Deputy Chief Librarian, Swansea Public 
Library. 

Mr. James Fildes, A.L.A., Senior Assistant, 
John Rylands Library, Manchester, has been 
appointed Assistant Cataloguer (A.P.T. Grade 
Il) in the Reference Library, Liverpool Public 
Libraries. 

Miss Winifred Anne Price, A.L.A., Senior 
Cataloguing Assistant, Bexley Public Libraries, 
has been appointed Assistant Cataloguer 
(A.P.T. Grade If) in the Reference Library, 
Liverpool Public Libraries. 
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Miss Jane Miller McDougall, A.L.A., 
Assistant, Superintendent’s Department, Glas- 
gow Public Libraries, has been appointed 
Reference Library Assistant (A.P.T. Grade 1) 
in the Liverpool Public Libraries. 

Miss Cecily Davies, B.A., has been ap- 
pointed Assistant in the Local History Depart- 


ment (A.P.T. Grade 1), Liverpool Public 
Libraries. 
Mr. R. W. Sread, A.L.A., Branch Librarian, 


Heath Town Library, Wolverhampton P.L., 
to be Distriét Librarian, Cleethorpes, Lindsey 
and Holland County Library. 

Miss G. Butler, Branch Librarian, Kimberley 
Branch Library, Notts. C.L., to be District 
Librarian, Mablethorpe and Sutton, Lindsey 
and Holland C.L. 

Mr. B. E. Field, A.L.A., School of Librarian- 
ship, Leeds, to be District Librarian, Skegness, 
Lindsey and Holland C.L. 

Miss G. PF. Pyle, Assistant, Clee- 
thorpes, to be District Librarian, Louth, Lind- 
sev and Holland C.L. 

Miss B. E. Robinson, Distriét Librarian, 
Skegness, to be Librarian-in-Charge, Boston 


P.L. 


Topicalities 
Received from the Public Libraries 


BRISTOL: A reading list on Atomic 
Energy. BURTON-UPON-TRENT : Reader's 
Handbook. CARDIFF: The Year's Reading, 
1947, intended to meet a wide range of literary 
tastes. CHATHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL : 
Lecture on ‘‘ Getting away with Murder” by 
the ‘‘ Armchair Detective.” CHESTERFIELD: 
New Books for April and Programme of future 
Exhibitions. GLASGOW : Selected Books on 
The England of Samuel Pepys. LEEDS: 
lhe Book Guide and a special note on Flaubert’s 
Madame Bovary.”” LINCOLN: One Hlun- 
dred Good Books on Gardening. LUTON : 
Technical Bulletin tor April. MIDDLES 
BROUGH : Book List and Bulletin, New Series, 
No. 1 gratis. MITCHAM: \pril Bookshel} 
and Growing Up Books for older Boys and 
Girls. NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE: Re- 
cent Additions to the Central Lending Library. 
NORWICH : Readers’ Guide, \anuary-March, 
1948. PADDINGTON : New Books for \pril, 
1948. SAINT PANCRAS: Journal, edited by 
Frederick Sinclair, contains interesting story 
of “ Who was St. Pancras?” SWINDON: 
Comment: Civic Affairs, by Norman G. 


SWIN- 
TON AND PENDLEBURY : Bulletin, March 


Liddiard, Public Relations Assistant. 


and April, 1948. ‘‘ Encouraging Children to 
Read,” by George A. Birmingham. TOT- 
TENHAM: New Books, edited by F. H. 
Fenton and No Mean Cities Books on Planning. 
WILLESDEN: New Books, No. 1, ‘* To 
Introduce» Ourselves.” WOLVERHAMP- 
TON: Folder. Children’s Book Week held 
last November. 


Library Reports 


By Hersert C. 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries) 


Berwicksuire County.—Report for 1947. 
County Librarian, |. Murison. Popula- 
tion (est.), 26,600. Expenditure, £1,720. 
Total Stock, 19,546. Additions, 2,333. 
Withdrawals, 935. ‘Total Issues, 108,399. 
Centres, 66. Borrowers, 1,551. 

Book circulation, with an increase of 9,085, 
reached highest total ever recorded. ‘The need for better 
transport is Stressed. The present County Librarian 
was appointed in February, 1947. 

DersysHIRE County. \nnual Report, 1947. 
County Librarian, Edgat Osborne. Total 
Stock, 453,836. Total Issues, 3,886,238. 
Service Points, 711. 

Last year's circulation showed a net increase of 
62,000. Issues at village centres dropped by 40,000, 
but there was an increase of 103,000 at branch libraries, 
Iwo new branches were opened during the year, and 
work preliminary to the establishment of other branches 
has been undertaken. 

HUNTINGDONSHIRE County.—21st Annual Re- 
@port. leting Librarian, R. V. Keyworth. 
Total Stock, 50,484. Total Issues, 366,931. 
Centres, 139. Borrowers, 13,109. 

Headquarters of the Library have been transterred 
to Gazeley House where there is ample room for all 
departments. Fight centres, which have been inattive 
over some considerable time, have been reopened. 
Stocks of 25 centres have been enlarged to meet in- 
creasing demands. The basis of a good Music Library 
have been acquired. Prolonged efforts to secure better 
transport arrangements have so far proved unsuccesstul., 


Torrennam.—Minds at Work and Play: 
Report for two years, 1945-1947. Director, 
A. W. McClellan, A.L.A. Total Stock 
(approx.), 110,000. Issues (lending), 


767,332. Readers, 28,092. 

rhis is a successful attempt to depart from the 
usual run of reports, with their solid blocks of figures 
and Statistics. It is a most informative and interesting 
publication, written in an easy Style, and covering all 
branches of the Libraries’ activities over the past two 
years. It also serves as an introduétion to the Libraries 
tor all intending and non-borrowers. Last year's 
issues were 43,280 above the previous year, 
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A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 
PROFESSIONAL 
(C. E. A.) Manual for Hospital 
Librarians. With a Preface by the Rt. Hon. 
The Earl of Crawford and Balcarres. 
Library Association. 1os. od. net. 8s. 6d. 
to Members. 

The work of organizing Hospita! librarics is pro 
eressing in every direétion. Here we have under con 
sideration a book which will be of immense advantage 
and interest to those who wish to take up the specialist 
job of Hospital Librarianship. Chapters have been 
contributed by various authors who are experts on 
their special subjects. They deal with Psychology, 
\pproach to the Patient, Administration, Voluntary 
Service, Book Seleétion and the problems of extension 
in the future. \ short scétion features the question of 
co-operation between the Public Libraries and the 
Hospital Libraries. 


Book-Aucrion Recorvs. <A_ Priced and 
Annotated Annual Record of London, 
New York and Edinburgh Book- Auctions. 
Vol. 43. 1945-6. Stevens, Son & Stiles. 
£2 18s. 6d. net. 

Nearly 19,500 records are quoted for the Sale 
Season, Sept., 1945 — \ug., 1946, in this invaluable 
volume. The compilers have been getting on with the 
job excellently, and the issue of this volume only cight 
months after the last shows that they will be up-to-date 
in a vear or so. 

LiprARY OF ConGREss. Annual Report of the 
Librarian of Congress for the fiscal year 
ending June 30th, 1946 (1947). United 
States Government Printing Office. 

These two volumes show the progress of the 
Library in two complete post-war years. The revised 
count of books and pamphlets for 1946 was 7,946,460 
and for 1947, 8,187,064. The 1946 volume includes 
in addition to the usual Reports and Statistics, a very 
interesting history of the Library by David C. Mearns, 
which occupies pp. 13-227 and is entitled “ The Story 
up to now.” 

RANGANATHAN (S. R.) Library Development 
Plan. With a draft Library Bill for the 
Province of Bombay. Aundh Publishing 
Trust. Rs. 3. 

The author ts doing remarkably wood work for the 
library cause in India. He wants to get things straight 
in the profession as well as in his own mind ; no small 
achievement in these days of difficulty and confusion. 
Education, library finance and library levislation are the 
main themes of the various chapters, and very ably 
has the author presented them. 


Rosinson (William H. Ltd.) Catalogue 77. 
A Selection of Extremely Rare and Import- 
ant Printed Books and Ancient Manuscripts. 


Facsimiles. {2 2s. 
There are only 194 works described in this mag- 


p 


LUTTERWORTH PRESS 
Forthcoming titles 


Redshank’s Warning 
MALCOLM SAVILLE 


First of a new series by the author of many 
popular children's broadcast serials (including 
the ‘ Lone Pine ' series). The setting is in East 
Anglia, and in The Jillies Mr. Saville has created 
a family trio who will be among the season's 
most popular juvenile heroes. Cr. 8vo. 216 pp. 
Illustrated by Lunt Roberts. 7s. 6d. net. 


Islam and Christian Theology 
Part |, Vol. ll 
J. WINDROW SWEETMAN 


Continuing Mr. Sweetman’s study of the re- 
lationship between the theological teaching of 
the two great religions. Lutterworth Library, 
No. XX. Demy 8vo. 272 pp. 18s. net. 


LUTTERWORTH PRESS 
4.12 Halliwick Court Parade, London, N.12 


nificent catalogue, but every one of them is illustrated 
by a facsimile and every one may be described as of real 
importance. The earliest item is neither printed book 


nor manuscript. It is the inseribed cylinder of 


Nebuchadnezzar recording the re-building of the 
Palace in Babylon and dating from 595 B.C. There are 
24 manuscripts dating from the 8th to the 18th cen 
turics. Amongst these are two leaves of Anglo-Saxon 
writing of the 8th century, a 9th century MS, of Bede's 
Fecclesiastical History, a 15th century MS. of the Master 
of Game, the famous English work on Hunting, the 

2th century Cartulary of Sherborne \bbey and others 
of equal importance. Turning to the 15th century books 
we tind the first book printed in the English language, 
Le Fevre’s Recuvell of the Histories of Troy, books 
printed at Abbeville, Gouda, Bruges, Seville and other 
towns. They include the first Homer, the first Marco 
Polo and several very rare and tine woodcut books. 
The early English printed books include several un 
known to the Short Tithe Catalogue. In Americana the 
catalogue is by no means weak, with carly works on 
Virginia, including the earliest reference to the voyage 
of the Mayflower, the Constitutions of Carolina, 1669, 
and many items relating to Latin America in the 16th 
and 17th centuries. There is only one Type Specimen 
Book, but that is the famous Delacolonge which 
curiously enough in the entry and in the index is spelt 
Delaconye. It may be noted that the Markham (No. 67) 
although unrecorded in the $.T.C. or Bishop, is in 
Huth’s bibliography of horses on p. 15. \lso, that 
No. 134 although unknown to all the bibliographers 
quoted, is in Schudt’s bibliography of Roman Guide 
Books. No. 192 is not quite unrecorded as Stated. It is 
in Peddie’s Conspeétus Incunabulorum, which quotes 
a description in Reichling of a copy belonging to 
Rosenthal which apparently is the copy described here. 
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GENERAL 
ANGus- Burrerwortnu (L. 
facture of Glass. Illus. 
Pitman. 30s. od. net. 

he man in the Street knows but littl about glass 
and its manufacture, a fascinating subjeét when he is 
revarding beautiful coloured ornaments, Stained glass 
windows and historical objeéts of victu. In this well 
produced volume, not only have sidelights been thrown 
on these branches of the art of vlass-makine, but the 
practical details of manufacture have been fully ex- 
plained. The making of glass today represents a con 
siderable advance from primitive conditions, the 
records voing back as far as 1,500 B.c., when the 
Egyptians learnt much from the earlier Svrians, who 
were known to produce wlass at least one thousand 
It has been no mean achievement to 


M.) The Manu- 
Tinted frontis. 


years previously, 

conde into onc 

thousand years of glass produéts in cvery one of the 
multitudinous branches. 

Arktnson (Thomas Dinham) Local Style in 
English Architecture. An enquiry into its 
origin and development. Illus. Col. frontis. 
Batsford. 15s. od. net. 

I'he author has taken the variations in architecture 
county by county and has shown clearly the factors 
which have determined them, devoting scétions to 
geology and geography, race, religion and Style. He 
then proceeds to apportion the buildings in their 
varous parts. Steeples, towers, timber construction, 
windows, and roofs are dealt with in turn. The illustra- 
tions are numerous and excellent 
Bunt (Cyril G. E.) John Constable. The 

Father of Modern Landscape — J]. M. W. 
Turner. Poet of Light and Colour — 
Peter de Wint and the Peaceful Scene. New 
Series. Col. illus. Lewis. 8s. 6d. net each. 

\ charming serics of monologues on famous 
artists with mounted coloured plates and short essays 
on their work, written by a competent author. All 
art lovers will treasure these beautiful productions. 
Burcuer (D. G.) Introducing Squash. With 

a Foreword by Lord Aberdare. _ Illus. 
Faber. tos. 6d. net. 

Mr. Butcher is one of the most famous professionals 
the game of squash has had, and his book will not 
only be found interesting, but also very instructive and 
It contains 


volume a survey of some five 


helptul to those who wish to play the game. 
diagrams, otheial squash rules, revised in 1947, describes 
methods of encouraging play and explains how to 
handicap the various types of 


arrange, score and 


tournaments, 
Beau Brummell. \ 
Illus. Hammond. 


Camppett (Kathleen) 
Biographical Study. 
15s. od. net. 

Ihe story of Beau Brummell reads like a romance. 

By personal charm and captivating manners, he won for 

himself an outstanding place in society and was able to 

hob-nob with the highest in the land. Miss Campbell, 
fearing that her biography would represent the figure 


of a mere tailor’s dummy, was delighted to tind that 


the more she pi¢tured the man behind the clothes, the 
more she discovered personality, character and courage. 
Her work gives an entertaining pi¢ture of the Regency 
period and though Brummel’s end was tragic, this 


detraéts little from the interest of the whole. The 
illustrations are in collotype. 


Goovsau (Robert H.) Pictorial Photography. 
sth edition. Illus. Fountain Press. 10s. 6d. 


net. 

\ useful book for the photographic novice who 
wishes to improve his work or hobby. The illustrations 
are fully described and the text is set out in a clear and 
precise manner. 

Granam C. C., Lé-Co/.) History of the 
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, 15st 
Battalion (Princess Louise’s), 1939-1945. 
Illus. With a Foreword by Major-General 
G.H. A. MacMillan. Nelson. 15s. od. net. 

Here is the Story of a great Regiment, the tst 
Battalion of the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders 
Stationed in the Mediterranean theatre for the whole 
of the war, they saw a great deal of fighting, and thus 
helped to win through to viétory. From May, 1939, 
to September, 1940, the Regiment was in Palestine, 
and the following year, was spent in the Western Desert. 
In 1941 they took part in the Battle for Crete ; a re- 
organisation consequent on the losses there taking place 
in June of that year, from whence the regiment was 
moved to various localities in Abyssinia. Italy was the 
next objeétive and from the Arno through the Gothic 
Line led finally to victory. Appendices deal with Order 
of Dress, Honour and Awards, Casualties, and so forth. 
Fourteen maps show the various localities in which the 
Regiment was stationed. The volume is produced in 
uniform style with the Series Battalion Histories of 
the Argvll and Sutherland Highlanders.” 

Gystn (Frederic) Swiss Medieval Tapestries. 
Illus., some coloured. Batsford. 18s. od. 
net. 

\n excellent description of the plates is intended, 
writes the author, as an aid to understanding them. As 
these descriptions are short and to the point, he also 
vives the most important works dealing with the 
subjects. His Introduction is very informative. This 
is the first edition published in England from the 
original printed in Basle in 1940. 

K.LICKMANN (Flora) Weeding the Flower- 
Patch. Lutterworth Press. 7s. 6d. net. 

Miss Klickmann’s vegetable soups—discussed in 
Chapter VILL (pp. 69-76)—if they do not make the 
reader's mouth water—at least are wholesome and 
nourishing. Her new book deals with details of post- 
war shortages and restrictions in a manner which should 
help to overcome them. Many struggling housekeepers 
will thank her for her valuable hints and encouraging 
sugucstions. 

KNowLes (Francis G. W.) The Living Organ - 
ism. A Preliminary Course in Biology. 
Illus. Harrap. 12s. 6d. net. 

Dr. Knowles has taken a great deal of trouble in 
the construction of his book. He dedicates it especially 
to those teachers who have very little laboratory equip- 
ment and who desire to help young pupils, and at the 
same time encourage their powers of observation of 
living things. Prattical work can be carried out, both 
in and out of doors, with the aid of a few instruments 
such as a lens and a few dissecting instruments, with the 
occasional use of a microscope. Planned on a seasonal 
basis, the three parts correspond to the three terms of 
the school vear. 
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Meyneu (Esther) Portrait of William Morris. 
Illus. Chapman & Hall. 15s. od. net. 

Another life of William Morris. This time by an 
author who talks about the ‘‘ Gorgon head of Socialism” 
and the “ Terrible ‘ Chants for Socialists ’.””. Twice she 
miscalls the paper that Morris founded and edited for 
the Socialist League, the “ Commonwealth "’ instead 
of the “* Commonweal.”” Morris would never have used 
the former expression. The artistic side of Morris's 
career is well told and one or two Stories are so good 
that they justify the book. For instance, the interview 
with the Thames Conservancy authorities on p. 184, 
although retold from Sir William Richmond's Recol- 
leétions, was well worth re-telling. 

Murenam (Wilfred A.) How to Become a 
Pharmacist. The Aétinic Press. 5s. od. net. 

The cryptic initials of M.P.S. over the shop fronts 
of chemists and druggists stand for Member of the 
Pharmaceutical Society, and the author here expounds 
very clearly how the Student is to become one. First 
he tells the history of Pharmacy, then he describes the 
way in which to become an apprentice to the profession, 
giving an outline of the examinations to be passed with 
a gencral outline of the knowledge required. Prom 
there he proceeds to write of what is necessary to set 
up in a retail business and a special chapter relates to 
women in the profession. Appendices give lists of 
provincial centres where examinations are held, 
Colleges and Institutions recognised and approved by 
the University of London and other important details, 
and there is a reliable index. 

Newsom (John) The Education of Girls. With 
a Preface by The Rt. Hon. R. A. Butler, 
M.P. Faber. 8s. 6d. net. 

The eternal question of the most suitable education 
for women has been in dispute for many years and is 
not likely to be settled for many years to come. The 
County Education Officer for Hertfordshire has done 
his best to suggest a new approach to the problem. 
The real objeétive of education, he says wisely, is to 
develop the latent mental, physical and spiritual 
capacities of the child, and the future of women's 
cducation lies, not in attempting to iron out their 
ditlerences from men . . . but to teach girls how to re 
learn the graces which so many have forgotten in the 
past thirty years. Such “ graces” should inelude a 
knowledge of food and its preparation, housckeeping 
expenditure, needlework and many other domestic 
crafts. It is the same old Story repeated ad nauscam. 
In the end women will probably decide for themselves 
what form their self-cducation should take after leaving 
school. 

Pitcuer (Donald) The Regency Style, 1800- 
1830. Illus. Col. frontis. Batsford. 18s. od. 
net. 

The author limits his research to the years between 
1800 and the 1830s as the best detined period of Regency 
Architeéture. He not only includes aétual buildings, 
but also landscape gardens, interior decoration and 
fittings. Mr. Pilcher has studied the subjeét at first hand 
and has gone to the best authorities for his information, 
thus bringing together a real compendium of knowledye 
One hundred and fifty illustrations add greatly to the 
value of the text. 


ZweiG (Friderike) Stefan Zweig. [lus. W. H. 
Allen. 12s. 6d. net. 
Literature, romance and war form the background 


| 


of this very personal biography of the Austrian writer, 

told by his devoted wife. Interesting personalities, 

travel in many countries, war troubles and a tragic 

ending fill these very readable and human pages. 

JUVENILE 

CavANNA (Betty) Spurs for Suzanna. Illus. 
by Stanley Lloyd. Lutterworth Press. 
7s. 6d. net. 

\ Story which it appears, contains a fresh and 
homely atmosphere, dealing mainly with a Philadelphia 
school girl, who adores horses and the country. A good 
tale well charaéterised. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


Bompack (Edward 5.) Exposing the Film. 
Illus. with diagrams and photographs. 
Fountain Press. 2s. od. net. 

Bompack (Edward S.) Focussing the Lens. 
Illus. with diagrams and photographs. 
Fountain Press. 2s. od. net. 

BriGHTMAN (R.) Reference Books for the 
Works Library. Aslib Pamphlets, No. 2z. 
2s. od. net. 

Lorenzo (Dante) (A. 
Love’s Parliament. 
38. 6d. net. 

Makrakis (A.) Memoir on the Nature of the 
Church of Christ on its Fundamental Law 
and on Christian Life. Portrait frontis, 
New York, Christian Brotherhoods, 1947, 


Safroni-Middleton) 
World Wide Press. 


| The 
| | Bookohep 
| 
| | Famed for 
| Libraries Dept. 
‘ 
LONDON WC 

Gerrard 5660 (16 lines) 

f 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

| 2 

| 
| 
4 
h 
| 
| 


164 THE LIBRARY WORLD 


Makrakts (A.) Divine and Sacred Catechism 
as taught by the Holy Spirit and its official 
instruments from the Day of the Pentecost 
until the last Ecumenical Synod. Portrait 
frontis. Chicago, Hellenic Christian Educa- 
tional Soc. 1946. 

Proors OF THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE 
SepruaGinr. Chicago, Hellenic Christian 
Educational Soc. 1947. 

SAFRONI-MippLeroN (A.) The Pagan. A 
South Sea Mystery Story. World Wide 
Press. 3s. 6d. net. 

Tromson (D. P.) Labrador to Savage Island. 
Stories of the Ships of Christ. Illus. by 
Robert Marshall. Pickering Inglis. 
38. 6d. net. 

Wakerietp (G. L.) The Camera and Hlow to 
Use it. The Fountain Press. Illus. with 
diagrams and photographs. 2s. od. net. 

Wakerietp (G. L.) Colour Filters and their 
Uses. Illus. with diagrams and photo- 
graphs. Fountain Press. 2s. od. net. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
BULLETIN, March and April, 1948.-BRITISH 
BOOKS TO COME, March, 1948. ENQUIRY, \pril 
1948. -POUNDATION PAPERS, a Bulletin of Adult 
hiducation, March, 1948 LIBRARIAN AND 
BOOK WORLD, April, 1948 rl LIBRARY 
ASSISTANT, March-April, 1948 LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION RECORD, March and \pril, 1948. 
LIBRARY OP CONGRESS QU \RTERLY 
JOURNAL of Current \equisitions, February, 1948. 
MORE BOOKS, the Bulletin of The Boston Public 
Library, March and \pril, 1948 Pith SCHOOL! 
LIBR ARE AN, the Official Organ of the School Library 
Association, March, 1948.—SCIENCE PROGRESS, 
a Quarterly Review of Scientitic Thought, Work and 
\flairs, April, 1948. —-WHITEHAVEN REVIEW, 
\pril, 1948. — THE WILSON LIBRARY BULLETIN, 
March and April, 1948. 


Correspondence 


Tue Eprror, 
‘Tue Liprary Worn.” 


21st pril, 1948. 
Tue Lisrary AssociaArion AND Its 
MreMBERSHIP 


Sir.—The Association of Assistant Librarians 
(Section of the Library Association), now in 
its §3rd year, owes its real Strength to the 
interest and spirit of its individual members 
who contribute at Divisional level to make the 
\ssociation the live and virile body which we 
have today. 

Members of the Library Association freely 
opt to join the A.A.L., and their choice, and 


their active support of A.A.L. meetings held in 
the Divisions, is largely responsible for today’s 
professional enthusiasm. <A reference to the 
feature ‘‘Divisional Notes and News’ in the 
Association’s journal for last November- 
December justifies this statement. Compare 
this with the apathy of members of the L.A. 
towards the Branches of the Association. Mr. 
J. D. Stewart, in his article “The Library Asso- 
ciation and its membership” in your last number 
States that ‘*. . . less than half the membership 
are members of a Branch.” Yet Mr. Stewart 
suggests that Sections (which includes the 
\.A.L.) should “ keep in touch with their 
members in particular areas through their 
representation on the Branch Committees.” 

On the face of it, the suggestion that the 
\.A.L. Division—something alive and vital— 
should lose a measure of its local self-control 
and be subordinated to the Committee of a 
Branch which would have to be strengthened 
by automatic (not voluntary) enrolment of new 
members, appears to be unjust, unwise, and 
not a little ridiculous. 

Now Mr. Stewart, as a Vice-President of the 
Library Association, must know that the L.A. 
Council is at present considering revision of 
the Association’s Byelaws, and that these in- 
clude matters affecting the A.A.L. in its relation 
to the L.A. By virtue of this, | would have 
preferred that such matters, sab judice in fadt, 
be left to the Association’s appointed repre- 
sentatives to discuss. But as the matter has 
been raised by Mr. Stewart, | feel that some 
reply should be made. 

I have referred to the A.A.L.’s Divisional 
Strength ; other phases of this Section’s work 
which justify its continuance are enumerated 
in the pamphlet “‘Jaritation and Opportunity” 
which was published last year. Perhaps Mr. 
Stewart has seen and approved this—approved 
in principle, at least—for he suggests that the 
L.A. should produce just such a pamphlet as 
the A.A.L. has done. 

In conclusion, one point of agreement with 
the writer of your article. I do believe that 
there is no justification (sentiment apart) for 
Chief Librarians remaining in membership of 
the A.A.L.; but could not Mr. Stewart have 
made his point with better grace had he 
omitted the last two sentences of his paragraph? 

Yours, ete., 
Central Public Library, E. Cave, 
Queen Street, Deputy Chief Librarian. 
Blackpool. President, Association of 
Assistant Librarians. 
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